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SECRET
-  OPERATIONS COORDINATING BOARD

Decenber 31, 1953
MEMORARDUR

20 Mr. Robert Amory
DDI, Room 222
Administration Bldg., CIA .

SUBJECT: Intelligence Support for OCB Working Group cngaged in
implementing project entitled "Winter of Discontent im
the Soviet Fer Best”

. 1. The gbove working group held a mecting this week Yo discuss
wvays and means of ilmplementing the plan cozncerning factors of potential
diecontent in Commmist China and recommended that the lumtelligence
commmity urderteke the folloving mzasuress

a. Query the f£fiéld for current imtelli@eaca onr '&.he gubject
of "Winter of Discontent”; end institute exrd intelligeace collsc-

tion plen with follow-up ‘Lo secure edditionzl) imtelligenece o
this subject.

b. Prepore an intelligence estimate on the effects of |
existing food conditions on fubture political and ecmom.c
capabilities of the Communist China regim

2. The following inforumtion hes @lreaﬁy becnr submitted to the
vorking group 25 o syntheris of the intelligence relating %o £iocod
and drought conditicns over the past year in Chirpas

k]

"Last summer it wees reported that 5 provimese in Chins
experienced abnormsl late frost that destroyed about T5% of
all crops planted in an erea covering spproximntely 2500
square miles. In snother inmstemce, droughte and imsects were -
reported %o have destroyed crops over o wide aren. In general,
these edverse coeditions lest summer were cstimated to have

_ emo - effected 3 populatior exceeding 10 million pecple. These con-
| oXE:g ditions ceuged the Chimese Commmnist regime to allocate an
Nz T o %f g egtimated 00,000 tons of food stuffs to the famime-stritken
2. bE8_"L= areas, which doubtless caused o serious &min o existing food
EES S PESN stock piles of the State.”
gialbia & In sddition the following ebstract of ea OCI report vas dissem -
5 Zsg = nated %o the working group:
i—i =X Eg Zj; :: g g ‘zr
Eon £o7 2 "Ihemhasbeenadecummcemtlyﬁnthemﬁm
eZ e = quality of fotid in Shamghe
.50 ;'Z o b= g »
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-'%.Eae @omm@ﬂ Gomeral in Hemg Kong. The current horevosts
, Tortheast Chion havwe iz’em.@n belew 12c% yearts lewel.
' %ﬁ.ﬂ% @@Mﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ & shjor egoncivde scthack teo the P\J&i%
aie conmantss OOX @356 2 D@@@m@r 1853.°

' 1% 4o requested that ny office be adviced of any edditlonmsl luformne
N - tlom in the intelligomce ecmmundty vhich would Yo of interest o the -
) vorking group cmgtged in implemcuting the project "Wicter of Distouteat®.

This lafermntion would Be f@ff the purpsts of euploiting the me: '
term aspeets of the preblien nbing the working Grovgs A

Bosnse 8. Crasg
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